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To improve the reader’s understanding of the difference that exists between reproduction and procreation, Meilaender uses Leon Kass’s words of the modern English speaking Christians. He defines procreation as producing a child through the power of mutual love which gives rise to another (Meilaender, 2013).  He further explains that, even though the one given rise to is different, it remains equal in terms of dignity and manifests as a symbol of love that unites two people. On the other hand, reproduction is explained as a method which produces a child outside standard procreation (Meilaender, 2013). Potential examples of reproduction that are listed include egg donation, surrogacy, and IVF among others. Meilaender strongly condemns the aforementioned reproduction methods citing that, as Christians, we shouldn’t hesitate to condemn reproduction methods which use third parties as collaborators irrespective of whether the collaboration is for a good cause (Meilaender, 2013). When it comes to the description of being begotten, Meilaender describes these children as those who are produced naturally from marriage. On the contrary, being made is described as producing children beyond the natural means.

Personally, I disagree with these descriptions and disregard the notion of describing children as being made or begotten based on the relationship status of their parents. Before God’s eyes, parents aren’t supposed to be made to feel as though they are failures in pursuit of seeking to become parents using other ways(Shelly & Miller, 2009). If this child is loved and taken good care of, it is, even more, concerning why the child doesn’t matter or is given a better name to describe it.  I know of a close friend whose mother and father used IVF thrice to have their only daughter. They are Christians of the Catholic denomination, loving, caring and do everything within their ability to provide for their daughter. The couple resolved to use science after having several difficulties to conceive naturally. This is a reminder that, there can be a balance between religion and science. 
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